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Sunday evening, four women gather in a fort tower overlooking the city of Kabul.  The tower is 
part of Qala-e No Burj - the "House of Nine Towers" of which it is the only one remaining.   
Although partially collapsed, the beautifully restored 19th Century fort epitomizes, in part,  the 
mission of the Turquoise Mountain organization headquartered within its walls -- the rekindling 
of Afghanistan's traditional arts and cultural heritage.  Here in this resonant chamber above 
the dim city lights they meet to sing -- and what they should sing is a matter of question.  After 
some settling in and giggling over not starting with "Mary Had a Little Lamb" they begin a 
cappella with Dona Nobis Pacem  -  Grant Us Peace.

Monday, a flurry of work related activity, but, between these women, there is an exchange of 
lighthearted emails.  Anna Woodiwiss mentions her love of Psalm 42 and wonders if they could 
find a setting of it for a future rehearsal.  They plan to meet the following Sunday.  

Tuesday morning --

Banality of a tragic accident, even harder to understand with someone so young, so vibrant, so 
alive, so infused with authentic living…

A phone call to parents, letters with descriptions of death, of life, of singing…

Singing… Infectious laughter, joy and intimacy that comes through singing together -- this is 
how I picture Anna.    Full of purpose and determination matched with incredible wit and 
intellectual prowess, Anna lived guided by her deep faith and love for family and dear friends.  

Anna Woodiwiss was Director of Development and Communications for Turquoise Mountain until her sudden 
death in 2008. The organization which she so passionately served specializes in urban regeneration, cultural, 
vocational education, and business development, focusing on Afghan traditional architecture and crafts. The 
new Jewelry and Gem-Cutting school will bear her name in honor of her achievements on behalf of Turquoise 
Mountain. 

                To find out more about the work of Turquoise Mountain please visit:
                                                         www.turquoisemountain.org
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